FLUMINENSE SWALLOWTAIL
(Parides ascanius)

Status
This swallowtail is listed as vulnerable by the [IUCN Red Ligt. It is aso listed as threatened by
the Brazilian government.

Description
Thiswings of thisrelatively large swallowtail have a predominately black background crossed
by awide white stripe. The hind wing has along tail and bands of rose-colored scales.

Natural history

The Fluminense swallowtail depends upon its larval food plant, Aristolochia macroura, and
occurs in areas of sandy soil where the brush is not too high. It flies in the morning and late
afternoon when the sun is out.

Distribution
Habitat for this species can be found in subcoastal and lowland swamps aong the coast of the
Brazilian state of Rio de Janeiro.

Threats

This speciesis at risk because of drainage and development of its subcoastal swamp habitat near
Rio de Janeiro, competition with other swallowtail speciesin its reduced range, and the over
collecting of specimens that fetch a high price on the world market.

Conservation
Protection of remaining swamp habitat outside of the city of Rio de Janeiro and regulations
against the sale of specimens are critical for the continued survival of this species.
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